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By Scott- Armstrong '
. Washington Post suur Writer .
Dm-mtr the revo]utxonary turmml
that. pulled down the shah of Tran, ! i
" President Carter clung to the belief .
that the shali could be saved, éven |
. though the shab. himself had lost |
", faith in his own power, a fi ve-month
¢ investigation by. The Washmvton :
; Post has found.

. Two mionths before the shah ﬂed \
’oo ‘exile, when Iran was aflame with 4
protest, the prwdents national se-::

. cunty adviser personally telephoned '
the Tranian ruler, wging him to vse
" military force to amother the revo~!
lutlon

A few weeks Iater, the presxdent
was advised to abandon the shah by

"'ah .outside forengn policy expert’
! whormn he called in for counsel. Tell :
! the shah to take a long vacation, !
. the presudent was told, “and begm
preparing for a new government in
" Tran. The president said he couldn’’} |

do that to an important allied leader |
and wouldn't. ¢ -

. Inde€d, in that same penod State
Department sources say they worked ',
to soften the draft of a message | from
“Carter to the shah, urgmg again the * 3

?-.‘“ a
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‘“uge of force against the domestxc op-!
position, although the White House
insists that no.such mesage was ev-|
" er sent. Secretary of State Cyrus R. ;
: Vance and his top aides feared such’
"a message would lead only to con-!
 siderable bloodshed arid possibly civil
“war, turmoil that could only worsen'

Amenca s posmon ,m the future of Ir-

..‘..} -

The prwdent held to l'us hope,
".even when most of his top foreign '
pohcy advisers were urging him to;

: ease the shah off his throne and be- :
in the transition to whatever poht- :
corces. would follow in “power. Ta’'

. fhal weeks, -the US. ambassador-
L&’thmn, ‘once one. of the shah’s:
chest; supnorte's, ‘cabled his ex-
ztion’ to-Washington. The presi--
dends attitide,. he éald, -was “short=-
s@hzed and did-not understand' vhera
] E’S. interests lie”
*"*O'n'smonth later; in”any. casé, thet)
sﬁhawas gote;; permanently ‘exiledi:
W’nﬂé\the ‘Armerican president was sura‘i
‘r&déd - by:#conflicting - counsel ¥ on”
“whethsr the' peacock’ throns- <could be-
s‘ﬁe&,"cne person, uonxmlly, who knew
-the . shalx)l Wi

shah, notwithstariding his ) rep—
t@hﬂn asa ‘blocdthirsty tyrant,“'dxs-
lgsded eleventh-hour ‘advice | from}
"Eanmgton 4o “get;: tough: with- stree»
deminstrators and opposmon Teaders.
He- was coavinced in his own’ mind
-that force could not prevail for long.!
He knew that he was slowly dying of
“cancer and was anxious-to leave behind !
a stable nation that his young son could”:
rile. Finally, confused by conflicting
signals from - the..United States and
pressured by European Jeaders to ab-]
dicate, the shah in his last- month in
power: moved- to- accommodate - the,
moderate opposition, to live with some
dissen't and rehnqu.tsh some of his vast
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"cused of abandoning the shah prema-
ﬁu'ely In fact, Carter still hoped to pre-!
serve the shals power long after i in-!
telligence reports and top foreign policy
advisers insisted, as a matter of realism, "
.the United States. rmust-assist-the or-,
derly transition to whatever pohtlcal\
forces were gomg todmplace the pea—'
cock throne @7 -7 t
% This much is certain: The fall of thn
shah involved a bitter though collegial
. contest among the presndenﬂs key- ad-
vxsezs, contendmo' for control over for-
ewn policy and veering back and forth.
in \ their progncsas for events, sta;emat-»
mv policy with their disagreements.
3 Zblgmew Brzezinsli, the prwdenb
national security adviser, ‘appears. in-.
-transigent in this account, stoutly re-
sisting the “unthinkable” outcome that’

Jay ahead, demanding the toughest pol-:

icy line and ult1mately prevaxhnv overj'
others who saw the future more clearly i
 Vance, preoccup|ed with other-mat- !
hers, arms talks with’the Soviet Umon
!gr the Egyptian-Israeli peace talls, was ;
strangely inattentive to:the.alarm: be!ls

-'within his own denartment untl 1t was~

tho late to make a difference. & 54
3 And the US: intellizence commu.‘x_xty',“‘
o __f_‘agam, seems: badly out-of- focus:
e t}m reahha of -
»dxscontent mtETxi +ally ~nati‘o_r{.:
iSameing o'overn.r:nonl: d.d see the plcture
inéfran- “clearlyy but. their. perceptxons=
simply did not get through {o'the presz:
ident and his pohcymaxers, especially:
if stheir ' distasteful * warnings’ collided . -
thh the" established official view,:: "5
=i Still, this is not Just dxplomatxc
“fory:=The events.in Washington and -
Tehran that presaged the- triumph: of
theIrama.n revolution remain with'us -
% unresolved ‘Gomplications in' the -
e crisis and the fiture of relations -
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